
 Year 3 & 4 Spring Term Core Subjects Curriculum Overview 

Literacy 

During this term our topic is based on the text of 

Kensuke’s Kingdom by Michael Morpurgo. 

We will be studying: 

Stories set in an imaginary world 

Later in the term we will be asking the children to 

bring into school a bag packed with five items they can 

retrieve from their yacht before the boat sinks. They 

will then use these five items in their story writing as 

they complete their own version of the ending of the 

original story as they survive alone on a desert island. 

Please discuss with your children which items would 

be useful if you needed to survive alone on a desert 

island with no mobile phone signal. 

 

 

Diary writing 

As part of our topic aboard the Peggy Sue we will be 

looking at Ship’s logs and writing our own diary entries 

based on events in the original story. 

Numeracy 

 We will be studying: 

 Number and Place Value 

 Addition and Subtraction (including statistics) 

 Geometry 

 Multiplication and division 

 Measurement (time, bar charts and picto-

grams) 

 Fractions and decimals 

 

The children will be learning mental strategies to solve 

a range of problems  and using and applying these 

skills in and out of the classroom. 

 

Our focus for homework this half term is for the chil-

dren to learn their multiplication tables and the in-

verse division facts. The children are aware of which 

tables they need to learn next but if you have any que-

ries please do not hesitate to ask their class teacher. 

Science 

During this term we will be studying: 

Materials and reversible and irreversible changes 

(Year 4) 

Plants (Year 3) 

Year 4 science will be closely linked to Geography and 

Literacy through our reading of Kensuke’s Kingdom. 

We will be looking at different climate zones around 

the world and the water cycle. 

The children will be keeping a diary of the daily weath-

er—exploring how patterns are formed. 

 

Year 3 science will be studying the different parts and 

functions of a plant, including how water and other 

nutrients are transported through the root system. 

They will also be investigating how the different parts 

of the plant contribute to the life cycle of  flowering 

plants. 

 



Year 3 & 4 Spring Term Foundation Subjects Curriculum Overview  

Additional Information 

Each year the children in Year 4 have the opportunity to attend a residential trip at Little Canada, Wotton, where they can experience more adventurous activities that we are unable to offer 

on the school site. This also gives them the opportunity to develop their independence as they will be resident for 3 days and 2 nights.  

There will be numerous opportunities for trips to visit the Quay and UKSA to experience life on board a yacht and become familiar with the vocabulary and terms used whilst at sea. We will 

also be visiting the Maritime Museum at Arreton where we are hoping to set up our own display based on their story writing and log entries during the summer term. 

The Take Home task will be to pack a bag containing five items which would help the children to survive on a desert island. This will form the basis of their story writing. 

If there are any parents who could spare a couple of hours in an afternoon, on a regular basis, to come in and hear children read we would love to hear from you. 

Foundation Subjects 

PE: Now that the Year 4 children have completed their 10 week programme of swimming the pupils in Year 3 can look forward to thei rs in the summer term. During PE lessons we have 

experienced PE teachers and coaches to cover the range of activities in Key Stage 2.  The Year 4 residential trip to Little Canada in March will give the children the opportunity to take part in 

adventurous activities, which we are unable to offer in school. 

Geography:  During the first half term, our geographical skills will be concentrated on map work related to the journey taken by the Peggy Sue as they sail around the world and the 

different climate zones they will experience along the way. We will  also be looking at the Water cycle in greater detail. 

RE:  Year 3 will be finding out about Guru Nanak and the Sikh religion and in the second half term Rituals regarding the Paschal candle in the Christian faith. Year 4 will be focusing on 

identity through Baisakhi which is the celebration of the New Year in the Sikh faith.  And in the second half of term we will be exploring symbols in the Eucharist (Christian faith). 

PSHE and Citizenship:  The children will be watching the news to develop a greater understanding of what  is happening in our world and how this aff ects our lives.  The children will be 

developing their questioning and debating skills.  The children (in Year 4) will also have the opportunity to develop their  personal and social skills during the residential trip to Little Canada 

in March. The children in Year 4 will also be continuing their work with colleagues from Solent University on the Edu-move programme and will be taking part in a number of activities as 

part of their research project. This will involve the children wearing activity trackers for a whole week to look at the impact of exercise on academic achievement. 

Music: We are very lucky to have the support from our colleagues at the Isle of Wight Music Service who will be coming in each week to instruct the children on musical theory which 

will compliment the practical instrument lead sessions in future. 


