
 Year 5 Autumn Term Core Subjects Curriculum Overview 

English 

In Literacy we cover the three elements; Writing, Reading and 

Speaking and Listening. 

Pupils will  extendi their skills and understanding of: 

Recount Writing  

Instructions/Explanations  

Fiction -  story writing 

For example pupils will: 

 Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to un-

derstand new words that are introduced into familiar 

written material, including through using a dictionary. 

 select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 

how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

 read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, non-

fiction and other texts noting and developing initial ideas, 

drawing on reading and research where necessary. 

 in writing narratives, considering how authors have devel-

oped characters and settings in what pupils have read, 

listened to or seen performed. 

 ask questions to improve their understanding. 

 in narratives, describing settings, characters and atmos-

phere and integrating dialogue to convey character and 

advance the action. 

 use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs.  

Maths 

This term we develop the pupils  ability to solve a wider range of      

problems, involving place value, number and fractions. 

Pupils will be taught to  

Place value: 

 read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 000 000 

and determine the value of each digit. 

 count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any 

given number up to 1 000 000  andf count forwards and back-

wards with positive and negative whole numbers, including 

through zero ,  

 round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 

10 000 and 100 000. 

Addition and Subtraction: 

 add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 digits, in-

cluding using formal written methods (columnar addition and 

subtraction)  

Multiplication and Division : 

 Identify multiples ad factors, 

 multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number 

using a formal written method and multiply and divide numbers 

mentally . 

Fractions: 

 compare and order fractions . 

 Identify, name and write equivalent fractions and improper         

fractions .  

 add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and         

denominators that are multiples of the same number. 

Science 

We will focus on Forces  this term. 

 Pupils will:  

 explain that unsupported objects fall towards the 

Earth because of the force of gravity acting between the 

Earth and the falling object . 

 identify the effects of air resistance, water             
resistance and friction, that act between moving        
surfaces. 

 recognise that some mechanisms including levers, 
pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a greater 
effect. 

 

After half term our focus turns to Earth and 

Space 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 describe the movement of the Earth and other   
planets relative to the sun in the solar system 

 describe the movement of the moon relative to the 
Earth 

 describe the sun, Earth and moon as approximately 
spherical bodies 

 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day 
and night and the apparent movement of the sun across 



Year 5 Autumn Term Foundation Subjects Curriculum Overview  

Additional Information: 

The new year five team are looking forward to welcoming the pupils back from their summer holidays. We hope the curriculum will be full of interest and challenge. 

In addition to weekly PE lessons, there will be opportunities for the class to take part in many extra curricular activities including sports clubs and events. Please read the newsletter or refer to 
the  web site for further information. 

Advance Warning: 

Please also note we will be planning a trip at the end of the year. We have decided to continue the year 5 trip to East Dene, Bonchurch. However this year I have arranged for an outdoor  

adventure package that will offer many more opportunities including tree climbing and water-based activities. 

Foundation Subjects:  

Art lessons will be linked to other curriculum areas. We will learn about great artists  in history  and how to improve their art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting as well as developing their drawings in sketch books. This will lead to  an opportunity for parents to visit and celebrate ‘the year 5 gallery’ 

In Music lessons pupils will be taught to sing with increasing confidence and control and play and perform in solo and group contexts. The Isle of Wight Music School will 

help teach pupils to play the ukulele in weekly lessons. However the school does provide an opportunity for children to learn to pay the guitar with the peripatetic teacher. 

In PE lessons pupils will be taught to use running, jumping, throwing and catching to play competitive games  including tag rugby, and handball. This year the class will have 

two separate lessons on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

In topic lessons pupils will be taught to recognise and understand the key events of a significant turning point in British history.  The focus is on Crime and punishment from 

the Anglo-Saxons to the present day. We plan to incorporate a visit to the local courts. 

In geography we aim to use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs . 

 


