
 Year 5 Summer Term Curriculum Overview 

Literacy: 

For the first half of the Summer term we will 

be exploring rainforests and river systems. 

Within Literacy we will be studying the fea-

tures of explanation texts and the children 

will create their own linked into our topics. 

We will also explore Rudyard Kipling’s writing 

style in his classic books: The Jungle Book and 

Just So Stories. The children will then create 

their own origin story linked in the style of 

Rudyard Kipling.  

 

For the second half of the Summer term our 

topic will be adventurers and explorers. We 

will be reading Shackleton’s Journey and pro-

ducing a biographical recount of his arctic 

exploration.  

 

As always, we will be continuing with our 

personalised spellings and learning the statu-

tory year 5 and 6 spelling list. 

Mathematics:  

Our main focus this term will be on fractions, 

decimals and percentages, statistics and posi-

tion and direction: 

 Knowing decimal and percentage 

equivalents 

 Multiplying fractions 

 Multiplying and dividing decimals by 

10, 100 and 1000 

 Using formal written methods for mul-

tiplying and dividing  

 To solve problems linked into transla-

tion and reflection 

 Describe the position of a shape after a 

reflection and translation 

 

We will also be revisiting previously taught 

targets for number and place value, addition 

and subtraction and measures.    

 

Science: 

Within science we will be exploring living 

things and their habitats for the first half of 

the Summer term and animals, including hu-

mans for the second half of the Summer 

term. The curriculum objectives we will fo-

cus on are: 

 To describe the differences in the life 
cycles of a mammal, an amphibian, an 
insect and a bird  (linked into animals 
of the rainforest) 

 To describe the life process of repro-
duction in some plants and animal. 

 Describe the changes as humans devel-
op to old age  

 And to be able to work scientifically by 
devising a fair experiment 

 

The children will be devising and conducting 
experiments to see what impacts on plant 
growth,  recording the changes that plants 
go through as they grow and presenting 
their findings to the class.  

 

 



Year 5 Summer Term Foundation Subjects Curriculum Overview  

Additional Information 

Monday 30th of April: Mandarin Taster session. A native Mandarin speaker who works at Carisbrooke College will be coming to Barton to work with Year 5. 

Thursday 10th of May: Trip to Amazon World to link in with our Rainforest topic.  

Monday 18th of June: Taster Day at Medina College. 

Wednesday 4th- Friday 6th of July: Year 5 residential to East Dene. 

Foundation Subjects:  

 

Design Technology:  The children will be creating their own river system out of cardboard, newspaper and papier-mâché. They will use their 

knowledge of river systems to include the particular features (such as waterfalls, meanders and deltas) before painting it accordingly. 

Art and Design: The children will be using a variety of mediums to create artwork linked into rainforests and Earnest Shackleton’s Arctic exploration.  

Geography:  We will be learning  about river systems, the water cycle and biomes with a particular focus on rainforests. For the second half of the 

summer term we will be learning about latitude, longitude, the Equator, Northern and Southern Hemispheres, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) and significance of this to navigation. 

History: We will be learning about the advancement of navigation over the centuries, from the use of stars through to satellite navigation. 

In PE lessons the curriculum will be full of variation with plans to cover four new units: cricket, tennis, try golf and athletics. 

Computing: The children will be learning the basics of block coding that will enable them to write a program that achieves a specific goal. They will 

also use these newly acquired skills to ‘debug’ faulty programs. The children will also learn how to use the ‘2Animate’ function on Purple Mash to cre-

ate an animation linked into our topics. 

 


