
 Year 5 Spring Term Curriculum Overview 

Literacy: 

For the first half of the Spring term our topic 

is ‘To infinity and Beyond’. The children will 

produce a science-fiction narrative, drawing 

on ideas from an abridged version of 

H.G.Wells’ War of the Worlds for inspiration. 

They will also create a UFO diary (in the style 

of Satoshi Kitamura) to share with Reception 

class.     

 

For the second half of the Spring term our 

topic will be ‘Adventurers and Explorers’. We 

will be reading Shackleton’s Journey and pro-

ducing a variety of writing linked into his in-

credible expedition. We will also be creating 

historical narratives linked into the explora-

tions famous adventurers after reading Jules 

Verne’s 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea.    

 

Within spelling, we will be continuing with 

our personalised spellings, as well as           

continuing to learn the statutory year 5 and 6 

words.  

Mathematics:  

Our main focus this term will be on the 4 

main operations, fractions (including deci-

mals and percentages) and number and place 

value. Here is a list of some of the objectives 

we will cover:   

 Knowing decimal and percentage 

equivalents 

 Multiplying fractions 

 Using formal written methods for addi-

tion, subtraction, multiplication and 

dividing  

 To add and subtract numbers mentally 

with increasingly large numbers 

 To round numbers to the nearest 

10,000 

 To read, write and order decimal num-

bers  

 To solve problems involving all of the 

above 

 

Science: 

For the first half of the Spring term our sci-

ence focus is ‘Earth and Space’. The curricu-

lum objectives we will focus on are: 

 describe the movement of the Earth and other 
planets relative to the sun in the solar system 

 describe the movement of the moon relative to 
the Earth 

 describe the Sun, Earth and Moon as approxi-
mately spherical bodies 

 use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day 
and night and the apparent movement of the sun 
across the sky 

 

For the second half of the Autumn term our 

science focus is ‘Animals, including humans’. 

The curriculum objectives we will focus on 

are: 

 Describe the changes as humans develop to 

old age 

The children will also be working scientifical-

ly by recording data and presenting it in a 

variety of ways.  

 



Year 5 Spring Term Foundation Subjects Curriculum Overview  

Foundation Subjects:  

Art and Design: Once again, the children will be using a variety of mediums to create artwork linked into our topic themes. Within our ’To Infinity 

and Beyond’ topic, the children will produce pictures of Nebula using either paint or pastels. Within our ‘Adventurer and Explorer’ topic the children 

will create a collage of a key section of Earnest Shackleton’s expedition. This will form part of a class display depicting Shackleton’s attempt to cross     

Antarctica.    

Design and Technology: Within design technology, the children will be creating an alien puppet to link in with the story they will create to read to 

Reception class. They will learn 2 different stitch techniques, as well as how to attach buttons.  The children will also be working in teams to design 

and make a miniature F1 car to enter into a national competition. They will need to research car designs and aerodynamics to inform their designs, 

construct their vehicle, test its performance and suggest ways of improving its quality and performance.    

Geography: We will be researching how the tools of navigation have changed throughout the years, from how the stars were used by sailors to find 

their way home to more contemporary methods such as GPS. We will also be learning about longitude and latitude, the equator and tropics and 

how the weather varies across the different geographical regions.    

History: We will be learning about a variety of different adventurers and explorers and the historical context behind their adventurers. The children 

will be choosing an adventurer /explorer to research (including any relevant historical events of that time period) to assist them with the historical 

narrative they will be writing within their literacy topic.   

Computing: The children will be learning about spreadsheets and creating graphs that link into science and other curriculum areas. They will also be 

using 2design as part of their science and topic units of work.   


