
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Characteristics of Effective Learning  
We work on developing and embedding these 
characteristics in all areas of children’s learning.  
 
Playing and exploring – engagement  
• Finding out and exploring  

• Playing with what they know  

• Being willing to ‘have a go’  
 
Active learning – motivation  
• Being involved and concentrating  

• Keeping trying  

• Enjoying achieving what they set out to do  
 
Creating and thinking critically – thinking  
• Having their own ideas  

• Making links  

• Choosing ways to do things  

 

 

 

Learning Through Play                                                                

Through Play  
Well-planned play, both indoors and outdoors, provides key 
opportunities for young children to learn with enjoyment and 
challenge. We recognise the importance of the adult support 
and secure environment in the role of effective play.  
Effective play opportunities involve:  
• Planning and resourcing a challenging environment  

• Supporting children’s learning through planned play activity  

• Extending and supporting children’s spontaneous play  

•Extending and developing children’s language and 
communication in their play  
 
The secure environment and adult support in play enables 
children to:  
• Explore, develop and represent learning experiences that 
help them to make sense of the world  

• Practice and build up ideas, concepts and skills  

• Be alone, be alongside others or cooperate as they talk or 
rehearse their feelings  

• Take risks, make and learn from mistakes  

• Think creatively and imaginatively  

• Communicate with others as they investigate or solve 
problems  

• Express fears or relive anxious experiences in controlled and 
safe environments.  
  

  

 

  

 

  

  

Prime Areas 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development  
The children will be provided with experiences and 
support, which will help them to develop a positive 
sense of themselves and of others, respect for others, 
social skills and a positive disposition to learn. We 
provide opportunities to support children’s emotional 
well-being helping them to know themselves and what 
they can do is a high priority.  
Communication and Language  
This area of learning includes listening and attention, 
understanding and speaking in a variety of situations 
and for different purposes. The development and use 
of communication and language is at the heart of 
young children’s learning. The children will be 
provided with opportunity and encouragement to use 
their skills in a range of situations and for a range of 
purposes. Children are supported in developing the 
confidence and disposition to do so.  
Physical Development  
This area of learning is about improving skills of 
coordination, control, manipulation and movement. 
Physical development also importantly helps children 
gain confidence in what they can do and enables them 
to feel the positive effects of being healthy and active. 
Young children’s physical development is inseparable 
from all other aspects of development because they 
learn through being active and interactive. 

 
  

  

  

 

 

Early Years Curriculum 

 

 



 

Specific Areas 
Literacy  
Children are supported in learning to read and write, engaging with a wide range of books, reading simple texts and writing for a variety of purposes. Children will be taught phonic 
strategies to support them in their literacy. We will endeavour to promote a love of reading through providing an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.  
Mathematics  
The children will be supported in developing their understanding of mathematics in a broad range of contexts in which they can explore, enjoy, learn, practice and talk about their 

developing understanding. This area of learning includes counting, sorting, matching, seeking patterns, making connections, recognising relationships and working with numbers, 

shapes, space and measures. Experiencing concepts in practical situations and linking experiences to everyday life is crucial in the early stages of development. The children will be 

provided with opportunities to practice and extend their skills in these areas and to gain confidence and competence in their use. 

 

Specific Areas 
Understanding of the World  
In this area of learning, children are developing the crucial knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. This forms the foundation for later work 
in science, R.E., history, geography and information and communication technology. Their learning will be supported through offering opportunities for them to use a range of tools 
safely; encounter creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environments and in real-life situations, undertake practical ‘experiments’, work with a range of materials and 
the use of IT in the classroom environment.  
Expressive Art and Design  
Imagination is fundamental to successful learning. Being imaginative enables children to make connections between one area of learning and another and so extend their 

understanding. They will be provided with opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings, for example, through a variety of art, music, movement, dance, 

imaginative and role-play activities, mathematics, and design and technology. 

 

 


