
 Year 5 Summer Term Curriculum Overview 

Literacy: 

For the first half of the Summer term our top-

ic is Earthquakes and Volcanoes. As such, we 

will be studying the features of explanation 

texts, writing our own explanation texts 

linked into natural disasters. We will also be 

completing a unit of work on classic poetry, 

focusing on the poetic works of Hilaire Belloc 

and Lewis Carroll. The children will create 

their own cautionary tale that will form part 

of a class-book of poetry.     

During the second half of the Summer term, 

the children will be writing a variety of fanta-

sy stories in the style of Shaun Tan’s Tales 

from Outer-Suburbia.  

Within spelling, we will be continuing with 

our personalised spellings, spellings that are 

linked into our Read Write Inc. books as well 

as continuing to learn the statutory year 5 

and 6 words.  

 

 

Mathematics:  

Our main focus this term will be on frac-

tions, decimals and percentages, statistics 

and position and direction: 

 Knowing decimal and percentage 

equivalents 

 Multiplying fractions 

 Multiplying and dividing decimals by 

10, 100 and 1000 

 Using formal written methods for mul-

tiplying and dividing  

 To solve problems linked into transla-

tion and reflection 

 Describe the position of a shape after a 

reflection and translation 

 

We will also be revisiting and revising previ-

ously taught objectives for number and 

place value, addition and subtraction, multi-

plication and division and measures.     

Science: 

For the first half of the Summer term we will be 

exploring the topic ‘Properties of Materials’. The 

curriculum objectives we will focus on are: 

 compare and group together materials on the basis of 
their properties 

 know that some materials will dissolve in liquid to 
form a solution, and describe how to recover a substance 
from a solution 

 use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide 
how mixtures might be separated, including through filter-
ing, sieving and evaporating 

 to demonstrate their knowledge of reversible and 
irreversible changes  

For the second half of the Summer term we will 

be exploring living things and their habitats. The 

curriculum objectives we will focus on are: 

 To describe the differences in the life cycles of a 

mammal, an amphibian, an insect and a bird  

(linked into animals of the rainforest) 

 To describe the life process of reproduction in 
plants and animals. 

The children will be working scientifically by de-

vising experiments, recording their results and 

reporting and presenting their findings.    



Year 5 Summer Term Foundation Subjects Curriculum Overview  

Additional Information 

Thursday 25th of April: Jaguar F1 Primary challenge—regional final. 

Tuesday 30th of April: Inter-school cricket tournament.   

Wednesday 22nd of May: Whole-school safety day.   

Thursday 23rd of May: ‘Body Changes’ talk from school nurse.  

Monday 24th of June: Taster day at Medina High School.  

Wednesday 3rd of July- Friday 5th of July: Year 5 residential to East Dene. 

* More trips and excursions will be planned as the term progresses.  

Foundation Subjects:  

Art and Design: The children will be using a variety of mediums to create artwork linked into Earthquakes and Volcanoes.  

Geography:  We will be learning about how plate tectonics lead to the creation of volcanoes and earthquakes. We will study the major volcanoes and 

fault lines around the world, with a particular focus on the Ring of Fire.  

History: In the second half of the Summer term, we will be learning all about the history of our local environment and establishing how this links-in 

with the wider national and global context.     

Design Technology: We will be researching different cuisines from the regions we explore in geography and using these as inspiration to cook our own 

meals.      

In PE lessons the curriculum will be full of variation, with plans to cover four new units: cricket, tennis, try golf and athletics. 

Computing: The children will be continuing their progression with block coding via a variety of programmes such as python coding, code.org and Pur-

ple Mash. They will also use these newly acquired skills to ‘debug’ faulty programs. The children will also continue to learn about the wide variety of 

techniques they need to employ to ensure they stay safe online. 


