Friday 8th January 2021

Autumn Term
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Dear Parents
I write to you at the end of a very challenging week. I hope this finds you all well, but I am aware that
many of our community have been isolating and protecting family members. As a parent myself, this is yet
another incredibly uncertain and worrying time for us all. I thank you for your patience and understanding
as we, as a school, get to grips with the new arrangements for this lockdown. The staff have worked
tirelessly to adapt the school provision from being fully open on Monday to a school that must now
provide a blended learning approach. I cannot emphasise enough the enormity of that task and the
pressure that has been put on schools and leaders over the last week.
During the coming weeks, we need to be working with you to support your children’s education. All of the
team at school will be involved in supporting you with remote learning. We have a duty to ensure that we
support our children to learn. All teachers and their learning support assistants will be making regular
contact and interactions with you and your child to ensure they are accessing their learning. Teachers will
be setting a variety of tasks using various resources for you to use. If you have any questions or need any
support, please contact the school. Teachers will get back to you, but you must realise that teachers are
still teaching a number of key worker and vulnerable children in school, so it may not be immediate.
Learning at home will be a challenge, but our children need us all to work closely together for their
futures.
If you think that you fall into the category of a critical worker and there is nobody to look after your child,
please contact the school to arrange for your child to attend on the days and times that you are working.
As we move forward, I am sure there will be challenges and changes we may need to make. I trust that
you will all keep an eye out for any updates through our communications to you. We have no answers as
to how long this will be in place, it may be for some weeks and even months.
We will continue to do all that we can to keep both children and staff safe in school. We would also like to
reassure you that if any child or member of staff develops symptoms whilst in school, we will of course act
promptly.
Our families are most precious to all of us and I urge you all to stay safe and look after yourselves.
The main symptoms of coronavirus are:


a high temperature



a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours



a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or
things smell or taste different to normal
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If any of our children or staff are sent home, they will need to isolate for 10 days and we strongly advise
booking a test.
Continued on the next page

What to do if your child has symptoms
If your child has any of the main symptoms of coronavirus:
1. Get a test to check if they have coronavirus as soon as possible.
2. You, your child and anyone else you live with should stay at home and not have visitors until you get
the test result – only leave your home to have the test.
Anyone in your support bubble should also stay at home if your child has been in close contact with them
since their symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started.
For information go to Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID19) infection - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Another useful sight is Coronavirus (COVID-19) in children - NHS (www.nhs.uk)
Please keep safe and follow the Government Guidelines
Mr Snow
https://keeptheislandsafe.org/support/

The helpline is for anyone who feels vulnerable, needs help because of lockdown or self-isolation, or who is
alone with no local network of friends, family or neighbours and needs support.
Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm
Saturday and Sunday 10 am to 3 pm
Call 01983 823 600 or email contact.centre@iow.gov.uk.
The helpline can help with:





Collection of medication from pharmacies, help to access pharmacy delivery services and health care
needs.

Access to online shopping services or small essential shopping requests.
Suggesting other organisations who can help with issues arising from isolation including welfare, finance,
mental health, childcare issues, crisis advice and support or other caring responsibilities.
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 Suggesting where to get help with dog walking.
The helpline is a partnership between Isle of Wight Council and voluntary networks on the Island.

Home Learning
Children in Key Stage 2 will access their home learning through Google Classroom. Please see the
steps below on how to access it.

1. Type the following website: http://classroom.google.com
2. Sign into Google by typing
a. Your username: Forename.Surname@bartonpri.iow.sch.uk
b. Your password
You should see your initial in the top right corner.
If you have logged on before you will be taken directly to your class
Alternatively
click on ‘join class’ and enter your class code
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Click on the set work

Children in Key Stage 1 will access their home learning through the Seesaw App. Some Key
Stage 2 classes may take on the Seesaw App, if this happens, parents will be notified.
Step 1: Go to app.seesaw.me or Download the Seesaw Class App for Your Child
1. Your child will use the Seesaw Class app for home learning.
2. ✓ Laptops + Computers: Visit app.seesaw.me.
3. ✓ Tablets + Mobile Devices: Download or update the Seesaw Class app in your
device's app store.
4.
5. Step 2: Click 'I'm a Student'
Step 3: Log in with a Home Learning Text or QR Code (if your child has been sent home one
previously).
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Parents/Carers - For technical support and passwords. Please
email techsupport@bartonpri.iow.sch.uk
Thank you

Useful websites

Helpful/useful information for families with children with SEND
https://www.specialneedsjungle.com/distance-education-resources-for-children-and-youngpeople-with-send/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/twinkl-partnerships/bbc-partnerships/bbc-education-bbcpartnerships
https://www.musicmark.org.uk/resources/home-learning-resources/

AWARDS
HEADTEACHER AWARD

Aston B – For his fantastic independent writing.
Sophia H – For being fantastic in all of her learning especially her phonics and reading.
Khaleel A - For his amazing description of a dragon.
Arthur T- For his magic maths.
Melody A – For her hard work and improving her handwriting.
Kelsey B - For a high standard of home learning.
Calvin C - For his creative duckish model.

Access to the school office is
restricted
Please contact the school on the
details below:
Phone number 522469
Email address
office@bartonpri.iow.sch.uk
Facebook @bartonprimaryschool
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SCHOOL DINNERS – Reduced Menu
Reminder: Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are all entitled to universal free school
meals. £2.15 for Nursery & Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Jacket Potatoes available for Reception and Years 1 – 6 (not available for Nursery).
Monday: Cheese Pizza Baguette with Wedges, Sweetcorn & Mixed Peppers and a Biscuit.
Tuesday: Sausage Roll with Potato Bites & Peas and Chocolate Cake.
Wednesday: Sausages & Mashed Potatoes with Carrots & Gravy and Carrot Cake.
Thursday: Vegetable Pasta and a Biscuit.
Friday: Fish & Chips with Peas or Beans and Chocolate Cake.
If your child has any food allergies or intolerances, please come to the office to complete the
Caterlink allergy information form.
Please note: There will be no tuna available for jacket potatoes.

Help Through Crisis
If you need help with food, utilities and other essentials, or would like help accessing a
support network or services please contact us on 01983 823859 or make an online
application at www.iow.gov.uk/helpthroughcrisis
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Our Partners
- Foodbank - (01983) 292040
- People Matter - (01983) 241494
- Footprint Trust - (01983) 822282

